
B.A (P) POLITICAL SCIENCE LESSON PLAN (JAN. - MAY, 2024)

Faculty Name: Manish Kumar

Mob. No.: 9990234790

E-mail Id: manishkumarpol@shyamlal.du.ac.in
Department: POLITICAL SCIENCE

Semester: II

Paper Title: Indian Government and Politics
Paper Code:
Learning Objectives
This course aims to familiarize students with constitutional government and nature of politics in

India and the relationship between the two. It focusses on the originary moment of the Indian

Republic through an understanding of the philosophy and the features of the Constitution while

demonstrating how the processes of state formation and nation making coincided with

constitution-making and the interlacing between the two.

DATES TOPICS TO BE COVERED

January,
18-31

Indian Constitution: basic features, debates on Fundamental Rights,
Directive Principles and Federalism

February–
1-14

State formation and nation building: Integration of princely states, linguistic
re-organisation of states

February
15-29

Political institutions at the Centre and State levels: Parliament, Judiciary,
Prime Minister, Chief Minister

March 1-13 Social structure and political power: caste, class, gender

March, 14-23 Religion and politics: debates on secularism and communalism

March, 24
-31

Mid- Semester Break

April, 01-06 Political parties and party systems

April, 07-14 Development strategies: planned economy, neo-liberal restructuring



April, 15-30 Social Movements: Workers, Peasants, Environmental and Women’s
Movement

May 1-6 The nature of state in India: developmental, welfare, regulatory

May,6-11 Test and Presentation

Reading List:
Suggested Reading:
B.R. Ambedkar (2010), Basic features of the Indian Constitution, in Valerian Rodrigues (ed), The
essential writings of BR Ambedkar. Oxford University Press, India.

D.D. Basu (2011), Fundamental Rights and Duties (pp. 79- 142), in Introduction to the
Constitution of India, (20thed.). Lexis Nexis, India.

S.K. Chaube (2010), Duties of State and Citizens, in The Making and Working of the Indian
Constitution, NBT, India.

D.D. Basu (2011), Distribution of Legislative and Executive Powers, in Introduction to the
Constitution of India, (20thed.). Lexis Nexis, India.

B. Chandra, A. Mukherjee and M. Mukherjee (2008), Consolidation of India as a Nation (II), the
Linguistic Organization of the States, in India Since Independence. New Delhi: Penguin.

S.K. Chaube (2010), Union Government 2: The Legislature, in The Making and Working of
Indian Constitution, NBT, India

G. Austin (1966), Indian Constitution, Cornerstone of a Nation, OUP, pp. 145- 230.

P.S. Khanna (2008), The Indian Judicial system, in K Sankaran and U K Singh (eds),

Towards Legal Literacy: An Introduction to Law in India, OUP.
A. Thiruvengadam (2018), The Executive and the Parliament, in The Constitution of India, a
Contextual Analysis, Hart Publishing

R. Kothari (1970) ‘Introduction’, in Caste in Indian Politics, Delhi: Orient Longman, pp. 3- 25.

S. Deshpande (2016) ‘Caste in and as Indian Democracy’, New Delhi: Seminar, No.677, pp.
54-58.

S. Jhodka (2010) ‘Caste and Politics’. In NirajaJayal and PratapBhanu Mehta (eds). The Oxford
companion to politics in India, pp.154-67.



A. Chakraborty (2019) ‘From Passive Beneficiary to ‘Rights Claimants’: What Difference Does
it Make’, in A. P. D’Costa and A. Chakraborty (eds.) Changing Contexts and Shifting Roles of
the Indian State: New Perspectives on Development Dynamics, Singapore: Springer, pp. 25-38.

P. Chatterjee (2010) ‘The State’, in N. G. Jayal and P. B. Mehta eds. The Oxford Companion to
Politics in India, Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 3-14.

R. Khera, 2020, India’s Welfare State: A Halting Shift from Benevolence to Rights, Current
History, Vol 119, Issue 816

M. Khosla and M. Vaishnav, (2021), ‘The Three Faces of the Indian State’, Open Democracy,
32(1), pp. 111-25.

M. Mohanty, (1989) ‘Duality of the State Process in India: A Hypothesis’, Bhartiya Samajik
Chintan, Vol. XII (1-2).

M.P Singh and R. Saxena, 2021 (Re-print) Indian Politics: Constitutional Foundations and
Institutional Functioning, Third Edition, PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd. (Chapter 3).

A. K. Thiruvengadam, ‘Flag-bearers of a New Era? The Evolution of New Regulatory
Institutions in India (1991-2016)’ in S. Rose-Ackerman, P.L. Lindseth and J. Emerson eds.,
Comparative Administrative Law, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp. 218-232.

L. Tillin, R. Deshpande and K.K. Kailash eds. (2015) Politics of Welfare: Comparisons across
Indian States, Delhi: Oxford University Press [Introduction: Comparing the Politics of Welfare
across Indian States, pp. 1-39]



BA (Hons.) Political Science Lesson Plan (January-May, 2024)
Faculty: Manish Kumar

Mob. No.: 9990234790

E-mail Id: manishkumarpol@shyamlal.du.ac.in
Department: POLITICAL SCIENCE

Semester: II

Paper Title: Comparative Political Analysis (Method and Approaches)
Paper Code:

Learning Objectives
This is a foundational course in comparative politics. The aim of this course is to introduce

students to the foundational concepts, methods, approaches and the historical legacy of the

discipline. The paper offers in-depth discussion on methods, different approaches in terms of

their advantages and disadvantages to help understand politics in a critical-comparative

framework.

DATES TOPICS TO BE COVERED

January, 18-31 Understanding Comparative Politics

a. Nature and scope
b. Why Compare
c. Understanding Comparative Method: How to compare countries: large
n, small n, single countries studies

d. Going beyond Eurocentrism

February – 1-7 Approaches to Studying Comparative Politics: Political System, Structural
functional analysis

February 08-29 Approaches to Studying Comparative Politics: Traditional and
Neo-Institutionalisms

a. Historical Institutionalism
b. Rational Choice Theory
c. Sociological Institutionalism



March 1-23 Approaches to Studying Comparative Politics: Political Culture
a. Civic Culture (Sydney Verba)
b. Subculture (Dennis Kavanagh)
c. Hegemony (Antonio Gramsci)
d. Post materialism (Ronald Inglehart) e. Social capital (R. Putnam)

March, 24-31 Mid Semester Break

April,1- 15 Approaches to Studying Comparative Politics: Political Economy

a. Underdevelopment

b. Dependency
c. Modernisation

April, 16-30 Gendering Comparative Politics
a. The Gender Lacuna in Comparative Politics
b. Political Representation: Women in Government and Politics

May 1-11 Revision, Test and Presentation

Reading List:
Suggested Reading:

Landman, T. (2003). Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics: An Introduction,
second edition. London and New York: Routledge, pp. 3-22.

Gerring, J. (2007) The Case Study: What it Is and What it Does in Carles Boix and
Susan C. Stokes (eds.) The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics, Oxford
University Press, pp 90- 122.

Lijphart, A. (1971). Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method. The American
Political Science Review, 65, No. 3, pp. 682-693.



Mohanty, M (1975) ‘Comparative Political Theory and Third World Sensitivity’, in
Teaching Politics, Nos. 1 and 2, pp. 22-38

Chandhoke N (1996) ‘Limits of Comparative Political Analysis ‘, in Economic and
PoliticalWeekly, Vol. 31 (4), January 27, pp.PE 2-PE2-PE8

Kopstein J., and Lichbach, M. (eds) (2005) Comparative Politics: Interests, Identities,
and Institutions in a Changing Global Order. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
pp.1-5; 16-36; 253-290.

Peters, B. Guy (2020) Approaches in comparative politics, in Caramani, D. (ed.)
Comparative Politics (5th Edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Roy, A. (2001) ‘Comparative Method and Strategies of Comparison’, in Punjab Journal
of Politics. Vol. xxv (2), pp. 1-15.



BA(P) Political Science Lesson Plan (January-May, 2024)
Faculty: Manish Kumar

Mob. No.: 9990234790

E-mail Id: manishkumarpol@shyamlal.du.ac.in
Department: POLITICAL SCIENCE

Semester: 6th

Paper Title: Democracy and Governance

Paper Code: (62327602)
Discipline Specific Elective - (DSE)
Course Objective
This course aims to explain the relationship between the institutional aspects of democracy, the

constitutional framework within which they are expected to function, and the manner in which

political economy and political development, and civil society and social movements have an

impact on patterns of governance. It further aims to give students the conceptual tools to

understand how democracy as a model of governance can be complimented by institution

building.

DATES TOPICS TO BE COVERED

January,
18-Feb 11

Structure and Process of Governance (25 Lectures):

Indian Model of Democracy, Parliament, Party Politics and Electoral
behaviour, Federalism, The Supreme Court and Judicial Activism, Units of
Local Governance (Grassroots Democracy) Political Communication -
Nature, Forms and Importance

February–
12-March 8

Ideas, Interests and Institutions in Public Policy (25 Lectures)
a. Contextual Orientation of Policy Design

b. Institutions of Policy Makin

c. Regulatory Institutions: SEBI, TRAI, Competition Commission of India,
Corporate Affairs d. Lobbying Institutions: Chambers of Commerce and
Industries, Trade Unions, Farmers Associations, etc.



March 9- 23 Contemporary Political Economy of Development in India (15 Lectures)

Policy Debates over Models of Development in India, Recent trends of
Liberalisation of Indian Economy in different sectors, E‐governance.

March
24-31

Mid Semester Break

April, 1 -24 Dynamics of Civil Society ( 25 Lectures):
New Social Movements and Various interests, Role of NGO’s, Understanding
the political significance of Media and Popular Culture.

April 25-
May 10

Revision, Test and Presentation.

Suggested Readings:
Agarwal B, Environmental Management, Equity and Ecofeminism: Debating India’s Experience,
Journal of Pesant Studies, Vol. 25, No. 4, pp. 55‐95.

Atul Kohli (ed.), The Success of India’s Democracy, Cambridge University Press, 2001.
Corbridge, Stuart and John Harris, Reinventing India: Liberalisation, Hindu Nationalism and
Popular Democracy OUP, 2000.

J. Dreze and A. Sen, India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity,Clarendon, 1995
Saima Saeed, Screening the Public Sphere: Media and Democracy in India,2013 Nick
Stevenson, Understanding Media Cultures, 2002

Fuller, C.J. (ed.) Caste Today, Oxford University Press, 1997

Himat Singh, Green Revolution Reconsidered: The Rural World of Punjab, OUP, 2001. Jagdish
Bhagwati, India in Transition: Freeing The Economy, 1993.

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Globalisation and its Discontents, WW Norton, 2003.

Patel, I.G., Glimpses of Indian Economic Policy: An Insider View, OUP, 2002.

Rajni Kothari and Clude Alvares, (eds.) Another Revolution Fails: an investigation of how and
why India’s Operation Flood Project Touted as the World’s Largest Dairy Development Program



Funded by the EEC went off the Rails, Ajanta, New Delhi, 1985.
Smitu Kothari, Social Movements and the Redefinition of Democracy, Boulder, Westview, 1993.

Qah, John S.T., Curbing Corruption in Asia: A Comparative Study of Six Countries, Eastern
University Press, 2003.

Vasu Deva, E-Governance In India: A Reality, Commonwealth Publishers, 2005

M.J. Moon, The Evolution of Electronic Government Among Municipalities: Rhetoric or Reality,
American Society For Public Administration, Public Administration Review, Vol 62, Issue 4, July
–August 2002

Pankaj Sharma, E-Governance: The New Age Governance, APH Publishers, 2004
Pippa Norris, Digital Divide: Civic Engagement, Information Poverty and the Internet in

Democratic Societies, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001.

Ghanshyam Shah [ed.], Social Movements and The State, Sage Publication, 2002
Su H. Lee, Debating New Social Movements: Culture, Identity, and Social Fragmentation, Rawat
Publishers, 2010


