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FACULTY  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMME  

 

on 

 

INTEGRATING  SUSTAINABILITY  IN HIGHER  EDUCATION  

 

December 11 - 16, 2023 

Detailed Report 

One-Week Online Interdisciplinary Faculty Development Programme on "Integrating Sustainability in Higher 

Education" organized by the Department of Commerce and IQAC, Shyam Lal College, University of Delhi in 

collaboration with Mahatma Hansraj Malaviya Mission Teacher Training Centre, Hansraj College, University of 

Delhi under the esteemed aegis of the Malaviya Mission Scheme by University Grant Commission from 

December 11th- 16th, 2023. Higher education institutions bear a profound responsibility in a world confronting 

urgent sustainability challenges such as climate change, resource depletion, and social disparities. They assume 

the pivotal role of agents in addressing these challenges by shaping the next generation of leaders and the 

workforce. However, faculty members must have comprehensive training and resources to disseminate and 

investigate sustainability adeptly. 

 

The themes of the FDP are as follows: 

 
ǒ Sustainability - Introduction to the Concept and Models 

ǒ Emerging Sustainable Business Strategies ï Circular Economy, 

ǒ Supply Chain Sustainability etc. 

ǒ Role of SDG Goals and Networking 

ǒ Sustainability and Communication 

ǒ Understanding ESG Framework for Higher Education 

ǒ Sustainability Reporting 

ǒ Social Impact Assessment and Outcome Measurement 

ǒ Sustainable Higher Education ï Focus on the holistic development of Students. 

 

The initiation of this Faculty Development Programme (FDP) coincided with the unveiling of the Vikshit 

Bharat@2047 portal by the Honorable Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi Ji, on the same date. The FDP 

witnessed active engagement from 60 participants hailing from various parts of the country. These participants 

enthusiastically shared, expressed, and explored their perspectives on sustainable development within the realm 

of higher education. Thirteen esteemed experts from diverse prestigious institutions delivered insightful talks, 

enriching the FDP sessions with their knowledge and experiences. The synchronicity of these events 

underscores the shared commitment towards advancing sustainable practices in education, aligning with the 

national vision for a developed India by 2047. 
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Day 1 - December 11, 2023 

 
Session 1 (02:00 pm to 03:30 pm) - Inaugural Programme on Integrating Sustainability in Higher 

Education 

 

Resource Person - Prof. Prem Narayan Singh, Director, IUCTE,  Banaras Hindu University 

 
The chief guest of the inaugural of the FDP was Prof. Prem Narayan Singh, Director, IUCTE, BHU. Ms. Sonia 

Mudel welcomed the esteemed guests and participants in the inaugural session. Prof. Kusha Tiwari addressed the 

participants on how education helps in enhancing sustainable development. Prof. Prem Singh eloquently 

highlighted the pivotal role of academia in promoting sustainable practices. Emphasizing the need for a holistic 

approach, he underscored how integrating sustainability into the curriculum enhances students' critical thinking 

and equips them to navigate complex environmental and social issues. Prof. Singh emphasized ancient India's 

contribution to sustainable development. Hindu and Buddhist philosophies emphasized the interconnectedness of 

all living beings and the need for harmony with nature. Concepts like "Ahimsa" (non-violence) and "Dharma" 

(righteousness) encouraged a balanced and sustainable way of life. Prof Singh discussed the same by citing many 

historical examples from Indian Literature. 
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Session 2 (03:30 pm to 05:00 pm) - Green Chemistry: An Imperative Course for HEIs for a Sustainable 

Future 

 

Resource Persons - Prof Ashu Gupta, Professor, Department of Chemistry, SLC, and Dr. Radhika 

Gupta, Assistant Professor, Department of Chemistry, SLC 

 

Professor Ashu Gupta initiated the session by underscoring the significance of chemistry in our daily lives, 

delving into critical issues arising from scientific advancements, such as the Bhopal gas tragedy. Prof. Gupta 

comprehensively elucidated the 12 principles of green chemistry, encompassing waste prevention, atom economy, 

and the design of safer chemicals, solvents, and auxiliaries, among others. 

 
Dr. Radhika delved into the practical applications of green chemistry for Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) 

aiming for a sustainable future. She specifically discussed biodiesel concepts, detailing the process of producing 

biodiesel using readily available materials like regular oil. Dr. Radhika showcased laboratory experiments related 

to biodiesel and also explored the potential of magnetic nanoparticles in mitigating water pollution, presenting 

intriguing experiments involving the use of potatoes as magnetic nanoparticles. 

 
The session concluded with a formal vote of thanks, acknowledging the active participation of attendees and 

addressing their queries. Participants expressed their enjoyment of the informative and engaging session. 
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Day 2 - December 12, 2023 

 
Session 1 (02:00 pm to 03:30 pm) - Empowering the Future Guardians of the Galaxy: Lessons in 

Sustainability 

 

Resource Person - Prof. Runa Sarkar, Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta 

 
The session started with a brief introduction and welcome of the speaker Prof. Runa Sarkar by Ms. Priya Khanna. 

Prof. Runa Sarkar opened the discussion by outlining the significance of incorporating Sustainability into teacher 

training programs and the reasons why those who work in the field of knowledge transmission need to be adept 

at doing so. She also emphasized how a wide range of social issues that require attention arise as a result of 

economic disparity and stressed the necessity of integrating these topics into education and working toward 

solutions. 

 
In keeping with COP28, Prof. Sarkar also spoke about Green Finance and Sustainable Finance. Other topics 

discussed by her include Forward Value Chain, Sustainable Development according to Brundtland Commission 

Report. She proposed co-creating knowledge as a means of integrating sustainability into education. There are 

two methods to do this: co- learning and learning by doing. Prof. Runa discussed that a Good Management 

Practice is one that helps a business to sustain in a manner which is reasonably profitable, that is, it is a Sustainable 

Management Practice. But, itôs not the other way around. Not every Sustainable Management Practice is a good 

management practice. 

 
In her closing remarks, Prof. Sarkar talked about the UNESCO toolkit for sustainability, which includes 15 goals 

to be met for each of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. She proposed a method by which Higher Education 

Institutions (HEIs) may extract some, if not all, of the kit's objectives and attempt to accomplish them one at a 

time. 

 
A formal vote of gratitude was held to finish the session, recognizing the attendees' active engagement and 

answering their questions. The interesting and educational workshop were well-received by the participants. 
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Session 2 (03:30 pm to 05:00 pm) - Driving Sustainability through Higher Education  

Resource Person - Prof. Kavita  Sharma, Dept. of Commerce, DSE, University of Delhi 

Prof. Kavita Sharma was given a brief introduction and welcomed by Ms. Priya Khanna in the beginning of the 

session. Prof. Kavita Sharma initiated the session discussing the necessity of using SDGs by academicians and 

students. She said the UN SDGs have brought a change in the thought process that has shifted the focus to 

Education for Sustainable Development. Today, we are doing more justice to the Sustainability agenda through 

course creation, that is a separate course on sustainability. She also suggested that integration of sustainability in 

education should not only be in a peripheral manner but besides adding a new course altogether on sustainability, 

we must try to incorporate sustainability in Core courses as well. She said the automatic linking of sustainability 

is necessary in learning objectives, for it to get integrated in our pedagogies so that effects can be seen in learning 

outcomes. But she also highlighted that the biggest limitation faced in doing so is the disparity between practice 

and theory. 
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Prof. Sharma mentioned that Course creation is the catalyst of change. It is an initial level at which we need to 

work in order to achieve our aim of integrating sustainability. She listed 3 pillars of HEIs that can contribute 

towards sustainability namely, teaching, practice and research. 

 

Prof. Sharma concluded the session by mentioning that pedagogy is the last mile of journey which is to be taken 

by teachers to integrate sustainability into education. Some provisions of NEP 2020 were also discussed. 

 

The session ended with a formal vote of thanks, acknowledging the active participation of attendees and 

addressing their queries. Participants expressed their enjoyment of the informative and engaging session. 
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Day 3 - December 13, 2023 

 
Session 1 (02:00 pm to 03:30 pm) - Developing Bhartiya Pedagogy for Higher Education 

Resource Person - Prof. Haneet Gandhi, Dean Admissions, University of Delhi 

At the start of the session, Dr. Manisha welcomed and greeted the guest; and gave a quick introduction to Prof. 

Haneet Gandhi. Prof. Haneet Gandhi explained the connection between ecosystem, admission and sustainability. 

She has given complete detail of Delhi university admission process, and also explained that how even during the 

time of pandemic the admission procedure went well. She also added to discussion that how they are trying to 

make the entire procedure of admission paperless, which is very sustainable and good for the environment. 

 

A formal vote of thanks was held at the end of the session to acknowledge everyone's active participation and 

answers to their questions. Attendees conveyed their satisfaction with the thought-provoking and captivating 

lecture. 
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Session 2 (03:30 pm to 05:00 pm) - ESG in Higher Education: From Strategy to Execution 

Resource Person - Prof. Subhasis Ray, Xavier Institute of Management 

 
Beginning with the session, Dr. Manisha greeted the second speaker of the day, gave a quick introduction to Prof. 

Subhasis Ray. Prof. Subhasis Ray, who is a professor of sustainability, started his session with some brainstorming 

sessions and asked the audience questions like who is responsible for climate change and who's going to save the 

planet from this harm. Then he discussed in detail about the seventeen SDG goals, what they are aiming for and 

what is happening in the other parts of the world for achieving these goals. 

Prof. Ray not only discussed the problem but also suggested very useful and effective remedies to solve the 

sustainability issues which have been adopted globally. At the end of the session Prof. Ray concluded the session 

and answered the participantôs questions. 

The session concluded with a formal vote of thanks and gratitude, acknowledging the participants' active 

participation and responding to their queries. The attendees found the session to be both educational and 

captivating. 
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Day 4 - December 14, 2023 

 
Session 1 (02:00 pm to 03:30 pm) - HEIs for Climate Change Resilience, Adaptation and Mitigation 

Resource Person - Prof. Rupam Kapoor, Dept. of Botany, University of Delhi 

The session started with a brief introduction and welcome of the speaker Prof. Rupam Kapoor by Ms. Priya 

Khanna. Prof. Rupam Kapoor started the session by stating the fact that 2022 was the hottest year and the cause 

for this was Green House Gases effect on climate. She differentiated between two schools of thoughts on Global 

Warming wherein one says that global warming results in climate change and the other believes that global 

warming is a part of climate change. She also mentioned that although water bodies are moderators of climate 

change, it has a detrimental impact on marine life. 

 
Prof. Kapoor highlighted the Impact of Climate Change on India. She, then, discussed the role of India in meeting 

the targets that have been set for climate change during COP26 held in Glasgow, UK. She also talked about 

Carbon Footprints and suggested ways to decrease them such as installing energy friendly energy resources, 

replacing single use things with reusables etc. 

 

According to Prof. Rupam, key drivers to integrate sustainability are education and training. She also discussed 

Sustainability initiative by HEIs that can be incorporated through Induction in curriculum, Extra- curricular 

activities and outreach programs. 

 

To conclude the session, she mentioned the inclusion of EVS as a compulsory subject in all disciplines under 

NEP 2020. She also highlighted that the syllabus of the subject includes aspects of climate change in great detail, 

unlike earlier, which is necessary for sensitization of students. 

 
A formal vote of gratitude was held to finish the session, recognizing the attendees' active engagement and 

answering their questions. The interesting and educational workshop were well-received by the participants. 
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